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It was the afternoon on a summer day in Ehime. Suzuchan was dozing off by the pond of an old temple. Ehime is a
place believed to have been created by the Japanese mythological deities Izanagi and Izanami. It is a comfortable
place, where the deities' relatives were believed to have lived and created Dogo Hot Spring. A lot of place names of
Ehime are found in Japanese mythological literature. Religious people attach importance to shrines and temples, and
visit the eighty-eight holy places of Shikoku Island. So did Suzuchan.
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While dozing off, she heard some tick-tock and ting-a-ling sounds coming near. Suddenly, she heard a flopping sound,
and found a pilgrim in tattered white clothes with a cane and bell in his hand. He was seriously injured. She wondered
what happened to him. The pilgrim was visiting the eighty-eight holy places. "Oh, no, he needs help," said she. She
put the man on a blackboard, brought him home, and her family took every possible care of him.
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The pilgrim who completely recovered from the injury with a lot of tears in his eyes thanked and said, "Thank you very
much. I am in good shape now. "My name is Kamitaro. | will never forget all your kindness. | would like to visit you
again with my family to express our thanks after | return to my hometown in the south," said he with a deep bow.
"Good thing that you are alright," said Suzuchan, and soon she went to doze off again.
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"Wake up, Suzuchan!" "Our friend Toshimichan is crying." Suzuchan's son Katchan, daughter Haruchan, and
grandchild Teruchan woke her up. "My father Kamitaro is in trouble. He is seriously injured in Mexico," said
Toshimichan. Suzuchan was surprised and murmured, "That's the same as the pilgrim's name. What a coincidence! |
must help him, too." Suzuchan paid an airfare from her pocket money, and sent Katchan, Haruchan, and Toshikun to

Mexico directly.
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Kamitaro went on a pilgrimage all over the world and reached Mexico while praying for world peace in the past
battlefields of Germany and China and the nuclear bomb ruins of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and Bikini. War damage had
changed Mexico's scenic spots including a Mexican pyramid. He became exhausted and died there but left a picture of
peace. The picture, however, was broken up. Suzuchan's family packed the picture carefully and brought it back to

Japan. Toshimichan, however, died on the day they arrived in Japan. /
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Suzuchan mourned his death, and made a workbench from blackboards. Suzuchan and a number of people with the
spirit of hospitality in Shikoku took a year to restore the picture to the original state. on the workbench Then Suzuchan
with her grandchild Toshikun took the picture and traveled to the southern country where the pilgrim Kamitaro was born.
She made a school so that children there could learn about peace. They learned Japanese as well. They thanked her in

Japanese. Suzuchan prayed at Angkor Wat, a temple complex, and returned home.
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Soon, a present from the pantheon reached Suzuchan in Japan. To her surprise, it was a talking blackboard.

Suzuchan, a blackboard shop owner, was able to contribute to improvements in education and culture through the
myth of the blackboard.
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